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Language of 
Intervention 

Issues:               
A Brochure for 
Professionals 

should be assessed in both languages to deter-
mine language dominance…. The most appropri-
ate language for intervention would be deter-
mined from this assessment.” 
CSHA 

     The California Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association (CSHA), as the officially recognized 
professional association for California SLPs and 
audiologists by ASHA, supports ASHA’s position 
statement. However, the passage of California 
Proposition 227 has led CSHA to create its own 
position statement in order to address this issue 
in relation to Prop. 227. CSHA’s Prop. 227 Posi-
tion Statement (2000) states the following:  

“Proposition 227 affects only the language used 
for instruction in general education in California. 
Students with special needs are exempted… In-
tervention may be provided in the student’s pri-
mary language. The IEP team determines which 
language or languages will be used to facilitate 
the student’s communication skills for access to 
the core curriculum and meeting standards….If 
the IEP team decides to place an ELL student in 
English-language instruction, a speech-language 
pathologist is not limited to the language used in 
the classroom.” 
Research-based Recommendations 

     Legal and ethical practice guidelines require 
that the language of intervention for an individ-
ual receiving speech-language services be based 
on that individual’s language abilities and needs. 
Research, too, supports the guidelines as it has 
shown that “the native or home language is the 
best medium for working with children” (Brice, 
2000, p.2) as individuals progress at a faster rate 
in their learning when instructed in their pri-
mary language (Perozzi & Swisher, 1992). In 
addition, Collier (1989) theorized that individu-
als may experience negative cognitive effects in 
development of their second language when de-
velopment of the first language is discontinued 
before it is completed, while research shows that 
mediation in the native language does not slow 
development or learning of a second language 
(Gutierrez-Clellen, 1999, p. 299).  



     In California, 25% of school-age 
children are classified as English Lan-

guage Learners 
(ELLs) and 36.8% 
of adults speak a 
language other 
than English. Due 
to the unique 
training speech-
language patholo-
gists (SLPs) re-
ceive in language 
development and 
acquisition, SLPs 

are often solicited by other profession-
als and clients’ family members re-
garding the most appropriate methods 
for teaching, assessing, and treating 
linguistically diverse clients who are 
receiving speech-language services.  

Federal Law 

     No federal laws exist for regulating 
the practices of SLPs except the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA), which covers individuals 
from birth until the age of twenty-one. 
This law mandates that “Each local 
educational agency shall ensure 
that...tests and other evaluation mate-
rials used to assess a child ...are pro-
vided and administered in the child’s 
native language or other mode of com-
munication, unless it is clearly not 

feasible to do so...” (Section 614 B. 3., 1997). How-
ever, IDEA does not directly address language of 
intervention. IDEA simply mandates that during 
“Development of IEP…The IEP team shall...in the 
case of a child with limited English proficiency, 
consider the language needs of the child as such 
needs relate to the child's IEP”  (Section 614 
D.3.B., 1997).   

California Law 

     California’s legal regulations for SLPs are those 
imposed by the Speech-Language Pathology and 
Audiology Board (SLPAB) and the California Spe-
cial Education Code. However, only the latter ad-
dresses issues of language as it states that: 
“...assessments shall be administered by qualified 
personnel who are competent in both the oral or 
sign language skills and written skills of the indi-
vidual’s primary language or mode of communica-
tion and have a knowledge and understanding of 
the cultural and ethnic background of the pupil. If 
it clearly is not feasible to do so, an interpreter 
must be used, and the assessment report shall 
document this condition and note that the validity 
may have been affected” (Section 3023, 2001). 
However, regarding language of intervention, the 
law merely states: “the individualized education 
program shall also include:...For individuals whose 
primary language is other than English, linguisti-

cally appropriate goals, objectives, 
programs and services” (Section 
56345, 2001).  

     Because the language to be used in 
intervention is not specified by federal 
nor state law, SLPs in both educa-
tional and clinical settings require 
practice guidelines in order to comply 
with these laws and to service indi-
viduals in a linguistically appropriate 
manner. 

ASHA 

     The American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (ASHA), a profes-
sional, scientific, and credentialing 
association for more than 110,000 au-
diologists, speech-language patholo-
gists, and speech, language, and hear-
ing scientists, continually develops 
research-based position statements 
that establish the professional stan-
dards of care for the field of speech-
language pathology. SLPs who are 
certificated through ASHA must ad-
here to these standards. ASHA’s posi-
tion statement Clinical Management 
of Communicatively Handicapped Mi-
nority Language Populations (1984) 
clearly addresses this issue by stating: 

“[For clients who] are proficient in 
their native language but not in Eng-
lish, assessment and intervention of 
speech and language disorders of lim-
ited English proficient speakers 
should be conducted in the client’s 
primary language.”  
“[For clients who are] possessing lim-
ited communicative competence in 
both languages… speech and language  

Language of 
Intervention 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


